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The World is Here!
International Festival 2009
 On the map, the world is divided by political boundaries and geographic 
markers. At the 34th annual International Festival on September 26, 
2009, the world is united through people sharing the songs, stories, 

traditions, recipes and arts of their 
heritage. The world is represented 
under large tents crammed with 
maps, jewelry, food, drawings, 
clothes, calligraphy brushes. The 
world is a cacophony of voices 
asking questions, learning a few 
words in a new language, singing, 
laughing, finding commonality 
and delighting in differences. 
A stage set apart hosts twirling 
dresses of brilliant hues, dazzling 
costumes of noble bearing, 
curious dances, intense rhythms 
and proud traditions. 
 On Saturday, September 26, 
2009, the world is here. You will 

find yourself immersed in your world, your next destination is just 
footsteps away in any direction and you have food, entertainment, 
culture and history options surrounding you. You can visit Africa, South 
America, North America, Europe and Asia without having to book a 
flight. You can have lunch in Germany and China, snack in Lebanon 
and dessert in Armenia. Your souvenirs can be proud statues from 
Tanzania, a beautiful purse 
from Peru, your name in 
Japanese or a set of intricately 
painted Matryoshka dolls. 
 The International Festival is 
held at the Barnhardt Student 
Activity Center on the campus 
of UNC Charlotte. Parking 
and admission are free. The 
festival begins at 10:00 AM 
with the traditional playing of 
bagpipes by the Loch Norman 
Band. For the rest of the day, until 6:00 PM, the world is here. Don’t 
miss it.

Welcome from the Assistant 
Provost

 On behalf of the Office of 
International Programs (OIP), I would 
like to welcome you back to campus! 
We in OIP look forward to working with 
you during this upcoming academic 
year as we continue advancing the 
internationalization of UNC Charlotte. 
In addition to the many services 
offered to the University for faculty 
and students, we are planning many 
exciting events this year and would 
be delighted for you to join us. 
 We continue to collaborate with 
the World Affairs Council of Charlotte 
(WACC) and will co-sponsor, 
once again, a wonderful speaker 
series held in conjunction with the 
International Studies Program; we 
will sponsor an exciting  International 
Education Week November 16-20; 
an international film series; and, of 
course one of our University’s oldest 
traditions, the annual International 
Festival on September 26, 2009 in 
and around the Barnhardt Student 
Activity Center. 
 We are looking forward to working 
with our longtime supporters as well 
as with our new faculty and staff. 
In fact, we strongly encourage our 
new colleagues to join us in our 
programming and become involved in 
any way that you can. Now more than 
ever before, it is critical to educate 
our students to have an appreciation 
for their interconnectedness with the 
world around them. We welcome 
your thoughts, contributions, and 
involvement.
 Have a wonderful academic year 
2009-2010.



2

 The Office of International Programs, along with the 
World Affairs Council of Charlotte and International 
Studies, is pleased to announce another strong 
speaker series for UNC Charlotte. Three speakers 
will visit the campus and offer open presentations 
for faculty, staff and students. Last year’s series was 
met with resounding support and participation with 
between 150 and 200 people at each lecture. 
 Dr. Haleh Esfandiari, an Iranian-American scholar, 
was detained and incarcerated in one of the most 
notorious prisons of the 
Ahmadinejad regime. In her 
presentation My Prison, My 
Home: One Woman’s Story 
of Captivity in Iran, Esfandiari 
reveals her personal account 
of her time in interrogation. She 
is the Director of the Middle 
East Program at the Woodrow 
Wilson International Center for 
Scholars in Washington, D.C. 
and weaves her academic 
expertise with her personal story 
for a shocking presentation connecting the individual 
experience with the dynamics of international 
relations. Esfandiari will be on-campus on Thursday, 
September 24 at 3:30 in CHHS 380. 
 Daniel Griswold will be presenting during 
International Education Week on Tuesday, November 
18 at 3:30 in CHHS 380. He is the author of Mad 
About Trade: Why Main Street America Should 
Embrace Globalization. Griswold will articulate the 
advantages of free trade and globalization for the 
middle class of the United States. He argues that a 
more globalized U.S. economy creates better jobs 
and higher living standards. UNC Charlotte is invited 
to join the discussion on a timely issue.
 Wrapping up the fall semester is Gretchen 
Peters. Peters has been a journalist in Pakistan 
and Afghanistan for the past decade, first for the 
Associated Press and then for ABC News. She will be 
presenting Seeds of Terror: How Heroin is Bankrolling 
the Taliban and al Qaeda. Peters draws a strong 
connection between the war on drugs and the fight 
against terrorism. A solution remains elusive. Peters 
will be the third speaker in the International Speaker 
Series on Thursday, December 3 at 3:30 PM in CHHS 
380.
 Lectures are free and open to the campus community. 
For more information, contact Rebecca Vincent at 
rebecca.vincent@uncc.edu or 704-687-7305. 

New Department Preparing to Launch

 By late September, UNC Charlotte is expected to 
announce the creation of a new academic department 
– the Department of Global, International & Area 
Studies (GIAS). This new department will serve 
as an umbrella for a number of programs currently 
offered within the College of Liberal Arts & Sciences 
– International Studies (major and minor), Latin 
American Studies (master’s, major, minor), Holocaust, 
Genocide & Human Rights (minor), Islamic Studies 
(minor), Judaic Studies (minor). There is no immediate 
plan for a degree in Global, International & Area 
Studies; students enrolled in the programs under the 
umbrella will continue to receive those degrees. The 
administrative restructuring is intended to assist with 
academic planning and to facilitate the development 
of a more comprehensive agenda for the expansion 
of the University’s curricula in international and area 
studies. 
 GIAS will be housed in Macy 103 (the current 
International Studies office). Harry Chernotsky has 
been appointed Chair of the Department. Jerry Davila 
(History) will be serving as Graduate Coordinator 
and Charles Houck (International Studies) will be 
serving as Undergraduate Coordinator. Garth Green 
(International Studies/Anthropology) will continue to 
play a pivotal role and will provide advising assistance 
for undergraduate students. A Faculty Executive 
Committee has been formed with representatives from 
the programs to be incorporated into the department 
and from other academic units with related missions 
and curricula. This group will play a vital role in 
developing the mission and strategic plan for GIAS.      

2nd Annual International 
Speaker Series



International Film Series Starts in 
September
 The Office of International Programs (OIP) and the Global Film Initiative (GFI) are pleased to announce an 
International Film Series at UNC Charlotte for 2009-2010. Funded by the Chancellor’s Diversity Challenge Fund 
and co-sponsored by the World Affairs Council of Charlotte and International Studies.
 Global Lens film screenings are sponsored by GFI. The Global Lens film series is an annual, touring film program 
of eight to ten narrative feature films from Africa, Asia, Latin America and the Middle East. Each film is selected 
for its authentic voice, strong cinematics and unique cultural perspective. More information can be found at www.
globalfilm.org. Six films, from Global Lens 2009, will be screened at UNC Charlotte 

during the 2009-2010 academic 
year.
 “This year’s lineup of films, from 
Central Asia to Latin America, is 
artistically strong and well balanced 
– it’s one of our best yet,” says 
Santhosh Daniel, Board Chair of 
the Global Film Initiative.
 During fall 2009, three films will 
be shown on-campus followed 
by brief discussions facilitated by 
UNC Charlotte faculty. Song from 
the Southern Seas will be screened on Tuesday, September 

29 at 3:30 PM in room 380 of the College of Health and Human Services. The film, based in Kazakhstan, is the 
story of a Russian couple and a Kazakh couple living in the Great Steppe region. When the Russian couple gives 
birth to a boy of decidedly darker skin, fifteen years of suspicion 
arises between them – and is only resolved with an ironic touch 
of fate and family. Join us for a glance at a tale of humor and 
cultural insight. The screening will be followed by a brief post-film 
discussion facilitated by Dr. Steven Sabol, 
 Tuesday October 20 at 3:30 PM will be the screening for Getting 
Home. Based in China, this is the story of Zhao, a middle-aged 
construction worker, who travels hundreds of miles with a colleague’s 
body in tow to fulfill the dying co-worker’s last wish to be buried in 
China’s Three Gorges region. The audience will then explore the 

themes of 
friendship, 
community and human connectivity in a brief post-film 
discussion facilitated by Dr. Jing Wang, Assistant Professor 
of Chinese in the Department of Languages and Cultural 
Studies.
 Finally, as part of UNC Charlotte’s International 
Education Week schedule of events, Sleepwalking Land 
will be shown on Monday, November 16 at 3:30 PM in room 
380 of the College of Health and Human Services. Based 
on Mia Coutou’s novel of the same name, Sleepwalking 
Land follows an orphaned refugee, Muidinga, through the 
countryside of Mozambique in the midst of civil war. His 

only companion is an elderly storyteller and his only clue to finding his mother is a dead man’s diary. A brief post-
film discussion will follow with Dr. Beth Whitaker, Associate Professor in the Department of Political Science. 
 Three additional films will be screened in the spring: Mutum (Brazil), What a Wonderful World (Morocco) 
and Possible Lives (Argentina). For more information, contact Rebecca Vincent at 704-687-7305 or rebecca.
vincent@uncc.edu.

Song from the
Southern Seas

Getting Home

Sleepwalking Land

Song from the
Southern Seas
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New Dean of the College of Computing and Informatics
 Yi Deng, Ph.D., was appointed as the new Dean of the College of Computing 
and Informatics. Deng had been serving as Dean of the School of Computing 
& Information Sciences at Florida International University (FIU). FIU is a 
comprehensive Carnegie Research University in the High Research Activity 
Category and one of the fastest growing and largest public research universities 
in the U.S. As Dean, he was responsible for overall strategic planning, budget, 
management, and operations for the School. In that capacity he propelled the 
School to a leadership role in computing and IT programs in the state of Florida. 
The School is a national leader in diversity. 
 “I have no doubt that UNC Charlotte is well on its way to become a leader of higher  
education, not only in the State of North Carolina, but also nationally and 
internationally,” said Deng. “We are living in a globalized economy and human 
interactions. Computing and information technology have been a key driver of 
the globalization. Consequently, it is important, for our College of Computing 
and Informatics, to introduce and integrate the appreciation and understanding of internationalized industry, 
innovation and, collaboration in our education programs, which will become increasingly relevant to the 
competitiveness of our students and our institution.”

Youngman Selected as Research Ambassador
for German Academic Exchange Service
 The German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD), the German 
national agency for the support of international academic cooperation, is 
excited to announce its latest initiative: the DAAD Research Ambassadors 
Program. For the program’s inaugural year, academic year 2009-2010, 
Paul Youngman, Associate Professor of German and Director of Center 
for Humanities, Technology and Science at UNC Charlotte has been 
selected to serve as a DAAD Research Ambassador. 
 The Research Ambassador program honors 17 individuals who 

have conducted a long-term research project in 
Germany at the doctoral level or above. At the 
end of August, the 2009 Research Ambassadors 
participated in a two-day seminar addressing the 
latest developments in German higher education 
and research, and the many funding programs 
available to North American scientists and 
academics interested in conducting research in 
Germany or initiating collaborative projects with 
German colleagues. They have returned to their 
respective campuses, where they will serve as 
liaisons for the DAAD in the US and Canada to 
promote research among their colleagues, peers 

and students.
 DAAD Research Ambassadors help to inspire others to conduct 
research in Germany by working within their respective departments 
and serving as a resource to university offices (e.g. the international, 
fellowships and career development offices). They are also available to 
answer questions from students and peers from beyond their geographic 
areas via email. Youngman will not only be promoting research in 
Germany, but will also be representing UNC Charlotte on a professional 
level.

Largest International 
Student Population in 
UNC Charlotte’s History

 From August 17-22nd, the 
International Student/Scholar 
Office welcomed approximately 
108 new international 
undergraduate students, 52 
new exchange students and 
135 new graduate students 
from roughly 46 different 
countries. Orientation activities 
ranged from airport pick-ups, 
shopping at Super Walmart and 
campus tours to sessions on 
adjusting to a U.S. classroom, 
an immigration overview, and a 
bus trip around the city.
 This new group joins 
the nearly 700 continuing 
international students at 
UNC Charlotte, making it the 
largest international student 
population in UNC Charlotte’s 
history at nearly 1,000!  Top 
countries represented among 
undergraduate students are 
Saudi Arabia, China and South 
Korea. For graduate students it 
is India and China.



5

This article was originally published in 
the Kannapolis Independent Tribune 
on July 10, 2009 about the Lovely 
Professional University  group that 
was on campus from  6/14-7/11/09. 
 
 Biotechnology is not just for scientists, 
Kenneth Paulus said to approximately 75 
MBA students from Lovely Professional 
University in India on Thursday. The 
students visited the North Carolina 
Research Campus as a part of their four-
week international business program 
offered through UNC Charlotte, which will 
end on Saturday.
 Throughout the past few weeks, the 
students have attended business classes, 
met with business managers, participated 
in cultural activities and heard guest 
lecturers and panel discussions. Learning 
about the research campus was a part of 
Entrepreneurship Day.
 “Their program has been to study 
business school processes and 
differences in business cultures between 
India and the U.S.,” said Paulus, assistant 
director for business and entrepreneurial 
development for the Charlotte Research 
Institute at UNC Charlotte.
 While at the research campus, the 
students heard a presentation from 
Sheetal Ghelani about the various 
studies being done there. Ghelani also 
told the students about the partnerships 
between businesses and universities and 
the research campus.
 “It takes all types (of people) to do 
every little function at this place,” Ghelani 
said.
 After the presentation, the students took 
pictures around the David H. Murdock 
Research Institute before returning to 
UNC Charlotte.
 Hearing about the latest research 
and technology was fascinating for the 
students and something that several said 
they will keep in mind when they return 
home.
 “In India, we don’t have that advanced 
technology,” Puja Chopra, 24. “We, being 
the youth, are responsible. I would like 
to say I would take all of this innovation 

Expanded Chinese Program and New Chinese 
Faculty on Campus

 The Department of Languages and Culture Studies welcomes 
Assistant Professor Jing Wang to UNC Charlotte and the College of 
Liberal Arts and Sciences. Through a strategic decision to expand and 
develop the Chinese program, Wang was brought to UNC Charlotte 

after teaching at Princeton University and 
Carnegie Mellon University.

 The newly expanded Chinese Program 
offers elementary, intermediate and 
advanced levels of language classes and, 
for the first time, an Introduction to Chinese 
Civilization course. In the near future, the 
program hopes to make Chinese a minor, 
establish a summer study abroad program 
in Beijing, a fourth-year Chinese class and 
a heritage track that will meet the needs of 
students with some background.

 In an article  (http://chronicle.com/article/
Amid-Calls-for-Change-College/48206/

?key=TGhyJV9vbHMYYXtsc3VMfiJWYXV4dUgran9EZykabV9R) 
forwarded by Dean Nancy Gutierrez about the change of college 
majors in the past five years, International and Global Studies is 
among the top ten majors that has grown tremendously. This is not 
surprising. To go international has been an unavoidable direction in 
today’s world, and China has attracted much attention. Almost all 
the top universities in the U.S. have well-established Asian Studies 
programs and others are expanding their Chinese programs. On 
some campuses, Chinese has become the second most popular 
foreign language next to Spanish. UNC Charlotte is positioned to 
meet those demands. 
 “Come to visit our Chinese class any time and our door is always 
open to you,” Wang invites the campus. “You will see that the 
language will stop being just confusing pictures and the Chinese 
culture not only mysterious Fengshui. It will open a new window 
and bring unbelievable opportunities for you!” For more information 
about the Chinese program, please contact Jing Wang, Assistant 
Professor of Chinese, COED 451 at jwang47@uncc.edu.

Business Students from India Tour Research Campus
By Jessica Groover

to India. This type of strategy 
should be followed in India.”
 Most importantly was the 
idea that business professionals 
can be involved with research 
studies, which students said 
was great to hear.
 “It is not only for engineering 
or medical students,” Chopra 
said. “The best opportunities 
are for all kinds of students.”

https://unccmail.uncc.edu/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://chronicle.com/article/Amid-Calls-for-Change-College/48206/?key=TGhyJV9vbHMYYXtsc3VMfiJWYXV4dUgran9EZykabV9R
https://unccmail.uncc.edu/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://chronicle.com/article/Amid-Calls-for-Change-College/48206/?key=TGhyJV9vbHMYYXtsc3VMfiJWYXV4dUgran9EZykabV9R
https://unccmail.uncc.edu/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://chronicle.com/article/Amid-Calls-for-Change-College/48206/?key=TGhyJV9vbHMYYXtsc3VMfiJWYXV4dUgran9EZykabV9R


UNC Charlotte Fulbright Scholars Share Advice
with Visiting Fulbright Students

 Thirty-six Fulbright graduate 
student grantees asked a panel 
of ten UNC Charlotte Fulbright 
Scholars questions ranging from 
“What should I do to have a full 
American experience” to “How 
do you cope when the culture 
shock is overwhelming?” 
 Advice from UNC Charlotte 
faculty members, who were 
former Fulbright grantees, came 
in the form of personal anecdotes, 
proverbs and even the lyrics to 
Kenny Rogers’ “The Gambler”. 
The common thread 
was to embrace 
the challenges as 
part of the learning 
experience. Contrary 
to an African saying, 
“Never test the depth 
of a stream with 
two feet”, Dr. Gary 
Ferraro encouraged 
students to engage 
immediately and fully 
with their community. 
Dr. Sybil Huskey 
agreed, “The more you 
get to see, the richer 
your experience.”  The 
panel, hosted on Wednesday, 
August 19, was one of the 
culminating activities for a three-
week Pre-Academic Program 
for Fulbright graduate student 
grantees, facilitated by Susan 
Lambert, Director, and Maureen 
White, Program Coordinator, 
Office of Intercultural Outreach 
Programs (IOP) within the Office 
of International Programs (OIP) 
at UNC Charlotte.
 The students spanned the 
globe and academic disciplines. 
They arrived from Senegal, 
Madagascar, Spain, Germany, 
Taiwan, Yemen, Gaza, Japan, 
Ecuador, Haiti, Uzbekistan and 

Israel, to name a few. They will be 
studying International Relations, 
Engineering, Architecture, 
Literature, Film, African-American 
Studies, Sports Business 
Management, Public Health and 
others during their time in the 
U.S. working towards Masters or 
Doctorate degrees. According to 
Susan Lambert, Director of the 
Office of Intercultural Outreach 
Programs, “These students were 
inquisitive, outgoing, enthusiastic 
and highly motivated. They were 

the cream of the crop!”
 The UNC Charlotte former 
Fulbright Scholars on the panel 
were equally diverse in their 
backgrounds and countries 
of study. They included: Dr. 
Douglas S. Shafer in the 
Department of Mathematics 
(Belgium), Dr. Michael Eldridge 
in the Department of Philosophy 
(Hungary), Dr. Beth Whitaker 
in the Department of Political 
Science (Kenya), Dr. Bill Brandon 
in the Department of Political 
Science (Oman), Dr. Sybil 
Huskey in the Department of 
Dance (New Zealand), Dr. Gary 
Ferraro in the Department of 

Anthropology (Czech Republic), 
Dr. Judy Aulette in the Department 
of Sociology (South Africa), Dr. 
Janet Levy in the Department of 
Anthropology (Finland), Dr. Paul 
Youngman in the Department of 
Languages and Culture Studies 
(Germany) and Dr. Martha Miller 
in the Department of Languages 
and Culture Studies (Brazil). The 
panel was moderated by Mr. 
Joёl Gallegos, Assistant Provost 
for International Programs and 
Ms. Susan Lambert, Director of 

Intercultural Outreach 
Programs.
 IOP was selected 
to create the three-
week Pre-Academic 
program after completing 
a competitive grant 
application cycle. The 
program consisted of 
sessions to prepare the 
students not only for the 
academic expectations 
of U.S. graduate schools, 
but also graduate 
student life and cross-
cultural experiences. The 
students benefitted from 

the expertise of UNC Charlotte 
faculty who presented sessions 
such as On the Right Track: 
Getting the Most Out of Your 
Graduate Education, Adapting 
to American Teaching Styles and 
U.S. Government and Politics. 
The students enjoyed cultural 
activities such as afternoon visits 
with host families and whitewater 
rafting as part of their experience. 
In all, over seventy faculty, staff 
and students from UNC Charlotte 
participated in welcoming the 
grantees and providing valuable 
information to facilitate their 
adjustment to life and academic 
achievement in the U.S.
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“ELTI Talks” About a Myriad of Cultural Topics
 What do speed dating, Easter egg hunts, summer 
vacation, homecoming, and celebrities have in 
common? They are all part of the American cultural 
landscape, and part of the language immersion 
process that students at the English Language 
Training Institute (ELTI) experience when they come 
to study here. They are also the subject of a program 
called “ELTI Talks.”
 Named after the local NPR show “Charlotte Talks”, 
this monthly series of themed activities is designed 
for all students in ELTI’s 7-level program. Its objective 
is to foster the development of communicative 
language skills and camaraderie among our diverse 
international students, while introducing them to 
various aspects of American social and cultural 
life. The activities complement the rigorous daily 
classroom instruction that students receive in 
ELTI’s intensive English for Academic Purposes 
curriculum.
 Over the past year, activities have included a 
speed dating-styled event in which students had 
short conversations with multiple partners within 
a set time limit; an Easter egg hunt for eggs filled 
with American English idioms (and some candy!); a 
celebrity name-guessing game; and a voting activity 
in which students “elected” the best places to eat, 
shop, and study in Charlotte. Activities are developed 
to correspond with a seasonal holiday or an event of 

8th Annual Multicultural Leadership Conference brings students from 
around the region together.
 UNC Charlotte faculty, staff and students are cordially invited to attend the 8th annual Multicultural Leadership 
Conference (MLC) on Saturday, November 14th in the Cone University Center. MLC is a collaborative effort 
between the UNC Charlotte Center for Leadership Development and Multicultural Resource Center.
 The Multicultural Leadership Conference is a one-day opportunity for student leaders and their advisors from 
across the region to explore the intersections of culture, diversity and leadership.  The conference experience 
features dynamic keynote speakers, engaging workshops and opportunities for interaction and discussion. 
Participants will leave the conference equipped with strategies and tools to be more effective leaders in 
their communities, the nation and the world. Information about our speakers and workshops will be updated 
regularly on the conference website http://mrc.uncc.edu/mlc.
 Over the years, attendance at MLC has grown to include students and their advisors from across the region 
from as far as Florida and Virginia making this a great opportunity for UNC Charlotte students to interact and 
build bridges with other institutions. Conference fees for UNC Charlotte students are $8 before October 30th 
and $16 after October 30th. The day includes breakfast, lunch, conference materials and a t-shirt. 
 If you are interested in more information about our conference please visit our conference website or 
contact Stephanie Schmidt in the Center for Leadership Development, at 704-687-LEAD (5323). If you are 
interested in submitting a workshop proposal the form is available at our website and you may call Ted Lewis 
at 704-687-7127.

national importance, such as the U.S. Presidential 
election.
 Faculty have found that the program helps build 
cohesiveness and community within ELTI and creates 
opportunities for students to practice language skills 
in a setting that is larger than a classroom, but not 
as overwhelming as a university-wide event can 
be. Students appreciate the opportunity to socialize 
across levels in a non-classroom environment, 
and to earn extra credit for their participation in 
activities.

 The program was developed as an outreach of 
the ELTI Language Lab, coordinated by faculty 
member Denise Alvarez. For more information, or to 
express interest in planning activities involving ELTI 
students, please contact djalvare@uncc.edu  or at 
7-7770.
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A Trip to Australia Changes Perspective 
By Megan Poole, UNC Charlotte Study Abroad particpant

 On February 12, 2009 I prepared for boarding my first 747 Boeing airplane and my first time leaving 
home. My best mate and I were headed to Melbourne, Australia to experience university life overseas. 
When I began college it was always intriguing to listen to the abroad office speak of the amazing travels 

students were taking. After a lot of thought and planning my roommate and 
I began the process to study abroad. Two months later, after what seemed 
like eternity, we were accepted to La Trobe University in Australia. I was 
embellished with joy, excitement...you name it! The chance for me to go 
abroad would have never become reality without the gracious opportunities 
universities and donors have to offer.
 I spent four months learning about the cultures, values, and scenery 
that the Land Down Unda had to offer. Needless to say it was the experience 
of a lifetime. I gained so many friends from various nationalities, and I can 
assure you I’ll be back to visit! 
The education system was very 
accepting of exchange students 
and made me feel right at home. 

There was no language barrier so I was quickly greeted and taken 
care of by the students. The society as a whole is so admirable 
and gave me new insight towards other cultures, religions, and 
nationalities. Honesty and generosity are the founding precepts 
of Australians; everyone waves to individuals regardless if you’re 
an acquaintance or not. I was told about the side effects of culture 
shock such as fatigue and homesickness, but I did not get one 
remote symptom. The treatment from a host country is a huge 
factor in regard to experiences abroad.
 I also learned a lot in regards to my future and professional 
goals. Just to organize the process of studying abroad gave me a 
great sense of understanding how managers and executives plan their daily lives; what chaos! I had to gather 

signatures, permits, and documentations just to apply. Then, once 
accepted, a whole new process began which involved applying for a 
passport, visa, residential living, and meal plans. Time management 
and organizational skills are essential because something as simple 
as a passport arriving late can halt you from departure. After my 
acceptance to study abroad I took on two jobs to save up for the 
adventure. I earned money for flights and travels which by far made 
my experience the chance of a lifetime. I was blessed to travel the 
country and even make a week visit to New Zealand. 
 In life I have always wanted to take a walk in another person’s 
shoes, and this gave me a great sense of my endeavors. From 
professors to dorm mates, I genuinely made friendships that will 
last forever; so many people touched my heart and if granted the 
opportunity I would do it all over again! Just before I left the country 
my housing department threw my friend and I a going away party and 
numerous people made cards and gifts to remember them by. Going 
to Australia has given me a sense of completion and was everything 
I expected and more. I overcame many fears such as flights, leaving 
home for long periods of time, and got to pursue what I love most: 
experiencing new things!
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Model United Nations at UNC Charlotte hosts Carolina’s Conference 2009
 On the official “United Nations Day”, Friday October 23rd 2009, over 300 students spanning the East Coast 
will come together to experience what it feels like to be a part of the most prominent international organization, 
the United Nations. Dressed in professional business attire, students from all types of ethnic, economic, and 
educational backgrounds will have an opportunity to step outside their comfort zone to discuss tough topics in 
heated debates, such as ethics regarding child soldiers, with the objective of creating a resolution the majority 
of their committee can agree upon. In stark contrast to the education realm where students form and speak 
their own personal opinions, they now must act as delegates from an assigned foreign country, and remain in 
character according to the stances that these diplomats may take. 
 Think it’s easy? Try representing China in the 
Human Rights Commission.
 As we continue to trudge through a troubled 
economy, many universities have unfortunately 
dropped Model UN programs from school funding, 
decreasing opportunities for these individuals to 
thrive and grow. How can we expect to ensure 
our brightest students are utilizing the most of 
their potential when opportunities such as this 
intellectually stimulating and hands on conference 
are taken away with schools now unable to afford 
it?
 With the generous funding provided by the 
University, UNC Charlotte’s Model United Nations 
team is proud to offer the first ever fee-free 
conference on the East Coast! We are honored to 
be able to present this conference free of cost to 
talented individuals who want to make a difference in the world.
 UNC Charlotte’s Model UN team has been incredibly successful in producing top-talent individuals by offering 
an environment which encourages creative thinking. After the team hosts the annual Carolina’s Conference, 
it will go on to compete in competitions across the United States and the globe, including the League of Arab 
States, South Regional, and Harvard World Conference. These conferences also build and strengthen public 
speaking and networking skills which students take with them throughout their lives. The UNC Charlotte Model 
UN team has won over 100 awards from conferences all over the world and Model UN alumni have gone on 
to the U.S. Department of Defense, the Peace Corps, law schools and executive business positions.
 UNC Charlotte is invited to celebrate United Nations Day by experiencing the Carolina’s Conference on 
Friday, October 23, 2009. For more information, please visit us at http://www.sco.uncc.edu/modelun/home.
html.

Three Women to Share Their Vision for Israel/Palestine
 The 16th National Jerusalem Women Speak (JWS) tour will be presenting at UNC Charlotte on Thursday, 
October 15, 2009 at 2:00 PM in CHHS 155. Partners for Peace is hosting a tour of three women - a Palestinian 
Christian, an Israeli Jew, and a Palestinian M uslim - who have lived the realities of the Israel/Palestine conflict their 
entire lives. Each has witnessed decades of Israeli-Palestinian violence and the intermittent attempts to rekindle 
peace talks. Together they have made a commitment to share with American audiences how this conflict has 
affected them and their families, their work for a peaceful future and what must be done to make peace possible.    
 Speakers for the National Jerusalem Women Speak Tour are: 
Ms. Jala Basil Andoni,  a Palestinian Christian retired teacher from Beit Sahour near Jerusalem 
Ms. Ruth El-Raz, an Israeli Jewish psychotherapist, sculptor/painter, political activist from Jerusalem 
Ms. Hekmat Besisso, a Palestinian Muslim Community Trainer in nonviolence from Ramallah 
 For more information, please contact Rebecca Vincent at rebecca.vincent@uncc.edu or 7-7305.
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Upcoming Events

Thursday, September 24 International Speaker Series
  Dr. Haleh Esfandiari, My Prison, My Home: One Woman’s Story of Captivity in Iran
  3:30 - 4:30 PM, CHHS 380

Saturday, September 26 International Festival
  10:00 AM-6:00 PM, In & around Barnhardt Student Activity Center

Tuesday, September 29 International Film Series
  Song from the Southern Seas (Kazakhstan)
  3:30-5:30 PM, CHHS 380
  Post-film discussion facilitated by Dr. Steve Sabol, Department of History

Thursday, October 1  International Coffee Hour
  4:00-6:00 PM, Prospector Café

Monday, October 5  Global Perspective Phi Beta Delta Brown Bag Speaker Series 
  Topic and speaker TBA
  12:30 noon - 1:30 PM, CHHS 207

Thursday, October 15  Partners for Peace: Jerusalem Women’s Tour
  2:00-3:00 PM, CHHS 155

Thursday, October 15  International Coffee Hour
  4:00-6:00 PM, Prospector Café

Tuesday, October 20  International Film Series
  Getting Home (China)
  3:30-5:30 PM, CHHS 380
  Post-film discussion facilitated by Dr. Jing Wang, Department of Languages &
  Culture Studies

Thursday, November 5  Global Perspective Phi Beta Delta Brown Bag Speaker Series 
  Topic and speaker TBA
  12:30 noon - 1:30 PM, CHHS 207

Thursday, November 5  International Coffee Hour
  4:00-6:00 PM, Prospector Café

International Education Week, November 16 - 20, 2009

Monday, November 16  International Film Series
  Sleepwalking Land (Mozambique
  3:30 - 5:30 PM, CHHS 380
  Post-film discussion facilitated by Dr. Beth Whitaker, Department of Political Science

Tuesday, November 17  Phi Beta Delta Induction Ceremony
  3:30-5:00 PM, SAC Salons

Wednesday, November 18 International Speaker Series
  Daniel Griswold, Mad About Trade: Why Main Street America Should Embrace
  Globalization
  3:30 - 4:30 PM, CHHS 380

Thursday, November 19 International Coffee Hour
    4:00-6:00 PM, Prospector Café

Thursday, December 3  International Speaker Series
    Gretchen Peters, Seeds of Terror: How Heroin is Bankrolling the Taliban & al Qaeda
    3:30 - 4:30 PM, CHHS 380

For more information on these and other OIP events, please contact
Rebecca Vincent at 77305 or rebecca.vincent@uncc.edu.
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OIP Staff Listing
OIP Administration

704-687-7755
Joël Gallegos, Assistant Provost for International Programs

Mary B. Zink, Administrative Assistant
Vacant, Business Services Coordinator

Cathy Thompson, Accounting Technician 
Rebecca Vincent, Coordinator of International Initiatives

Office of Education Abroad
704-687-7747

Brad Sekulich, Director 
Lisa Baum, Assistant Director 

Esther Hollington, Administrative Coordinator 
Melissa Watkins, Lead Advisor 

Intercultural Outreach Programs 
Susan Lambert, Director 

704-687-7765 
Maureen White, Program Coordinator 

704-687-7764 

International Student/Scholar Office 
704-687-7781

Marian Beane, Director 
Denise Medeiros, Assistant Director 

Chau Tran, SEVIS Coordinator 
Debbie Wilson, Administrative Assistant 

Denise Alvarez, Processing Assistant

English Language Training Institute 
704-687-7777

Kelly Franklin, Director 
Vacant, Student Services Assistant 

Leiu McCutcheon, Administrative Assistant 
Meriam Brown, Coordinator of the International Instructor 

Language Support Program

ELTI Faculty
 Denise Alvarez, Dominick Antonucci, Sara Bowers, 
Madeline Foust, Joseph Gardner, Arnold Halperin, 

LaBreeska Hensley, Saima Khan, Jesse Kus, Leann Lowrey, 
Jeanne Malcolm, Jill Morin, Nancy Pfingstag, Kim Rodriguez, 

Rosemary Schmid, Linda Scott, Sherrie Smith, Allie Wall

OIP Launches 
Facebook Group and 
Blog
 The Office of International 
Programs (OIP) is on Facebook. 
Stay current with regular updates on 
programs and events, see photos 
from recent activities and network 
with other individuals engaged 
internationally. Faculty, staff and 
students are invited to join and 
participate. Find our group under 
The Office of International Programs, 
UNC Charlotte.
 Or, visit our blog, http://
ninerinternational.blogspot.com, 
for updates, stories, film reviews, 
program announcements and general 
information about international UNC 
Charlotte. Faculty, staff and students 
are invited to submit guest blogs to 
rebecca.vincent@uncc.edu. We 
hope to include a range of voices – 
suggestions and contributions are 
welcome.



10 AM—6 PM Ethnic group displays 
 Giant 22’ Earth Balloon 
 Face Painting 
10 AM—5 PM  Passport Project 
10 AM  Loch Norman Pipe Band (Scottish) 
11 AM—6 PM  Ethnic foods from many countries 
11 AM—4 PM  Alborado Andean Band 
11 AM  Obakunle Akinlana-African Folk Tales 
 Alpenlander Duo (German) 

12 Noon  Festival of Music & Dance 
12 Noon  Strolling Accordion 
1 PM  Grey Seal Puppets 
 Celtic Folk Band (Irish Band) 
2 PM  Parade of Nations 
3 PM  A Different Drum 
 (South African Township/Brazilian Samba) 
 Grey Seal Puppets 
3:45 PM  Festival of Music & Dance 
5 PM  Manny y Sus Trabucos (Afro-Cuban/Caribbean
 Music Group)

2009 Schedule of Events


